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To Matt. Robinſon Morris, Eſq; 
Lord of the Manor of Coveney with Manea. 


SIR. 


| OUR lordſhip of Manea contains near 
four hundred acres of high-land, and 


above four thouſand of fen or mariſh ; and is 
ſituated near the middle of the great level of 
the fens called Bedford Level. Sir William Dug- 
dale gives us this account of it, pag. 415 of his 
incomparable hiſtory of imbanking and drain- 
ing; (ſpeaking of King Charles I.) * And 
*. moreover to enrich theſe countries, by ſe- 
e veral new plantations and diverſe ample pri- 
vileges ; amongſt which his royal intentions, 
that of the building of an eminent town in 
the midſt of the level, at a little village call- 
ed Manea, and to have called it Charlemont, 
was one; the deſign whereof he drew him- 
&« ſelf; intending to have made a navigable 
* ſtream from thence to the river of Ouſe,” 


cc 
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There is an artificial ſquare mount, at this 


day, not far from the chapel; which, ſo far 
as I can learn from tradition, was thrown up 
by his Majeſty's order. 

That this great level of the fens has been 
a vaſt and deep-drowned country, with here and 
there a very fertile iſland interſperſed in it, for 
fifteen hundred years at leaſt (and I believe from 
the deluge) till the general draining was un- 
dertaken by that noble and generous adven- 
turer, Francis Earl of Bedford, in 1639, any 
one will find reaſons to conclude, who care- 


fully reads and conſiders the records which Sir 


William Dugdale has collected and left us of 
it, in his book aforeſaid. 

And (to look no further back) in what con- 
dition your lordſhip of Manea was, a little be- 
fore, and after. that great undertaking, to this 
preſent time, with reſpe&t to other parts of 
the level, eſpecially that called the Middle Le- 
vel, you will judge by what follows, 

Firſt, When Sir William Ayloff, Anthony 
Thomas, Eſq; and others, were about to un- 
dertake the draining of the whole level, in 


1619; they demanded, as a recompence, two 


thirds of the lands drowned all the year, one 
* | IT half 


: 
* K 


5 
hui of thoſe 8 half the year, one third 
of thoſe drowned a quarter of the year, and 
1 ſo on in proportion; and after they had taken 
tte beſt methods, and care imaginable, to get a 
q true ſtate of the country, they delivered in their 
q demands to the Privy Council; which, fo far 
8 as concerns my preſent purpoſe, were as fol- 


| low : 


'of Whittleſey Fin they demanded one half. 
Ramſey Fen one half. 


| All the lands from Ramſey to Yaxley | 
4 ", 1 :4.,: ORG BG 

4 8 Donnington Fens in common (whereof ; 
1 


March, Benwick and Wemblington, 
are Members) one half. 


From March to Well, on both ſides the | 

4 Nene, from” Darwy Load ſouth, to Daxer ina 
| Needham Bank north, two thirds. ul; Duzy 
| _Upwell and Outwell Fens one half. | 


Below Welney River one half. 
From Ramſey to Erith, and from Erith 
to Ox-willow-road, and from thence 44 
to Welney Riyer, ſouth of Cox and 
* Darwy Loads (which includes War- Aueh 
bois, Sommerſham, Sutton, Chateris, 
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Byal-Fen, Manea, 82 part of Wel 
ney) one third. 


See Sir William Dugdale s hiſt. P. 405. 


By this it appears, that Manea was then rec- 


koned in the ſame condition, and put upon 
the ſame footing with the beſt ſort of fen. 


lands in the Middle Level. 
If any gentleman, now living in the fens, 


ſhould wonder how the lands in Manea could 


ever be ranked, by perſons of judgment, with 


Sutton Meadlands (now ſo different) he may 


eaſily ſatisfy himſelf, by conſidering Sir Cle- 
ment Edmond's report, who ſurveyed the level, 
with a great number of gentlemen, but the 


year before theſe demands were made. 
I might here add, that of all the lands in 
the South Level, on the Norfolk and Suffolk 


ſide of the Ouſe (for many years ſo miſera- 
bly drowned) thoſe gentlemen demanded no 


more than one fourth; except of thoſe be- 
tween Brandon and Mildenhall Rivers (where 
Mr. Wright's Eſtate lies) one third. Pag. ibid. 


By this and the following account it is 


evident, how little the general draining has ſuc- 
Ne 1 in the South (though greatly ſo in the 


Middle) 


. r * * SO bs r 


North of Old Bedford River in) 


( 3 ? 
Middle) Level : nor muſt that be imputed to 
Sir Cornelius Vermuyden, when but half his 
plan, with reſpect to the South Level, was 
ever executed. (See his book of Draining,) 1 
have heard that great man cenſured in ſome 
other parts of his ſcheme; in which however, 
I cannot help thinking, he may be vindicated, 
as acting wiſely, and beſt for the whole. 
Secondly, Of the-ninety-five thouſand acres 
ſet out to the Earl of Bedford, and his Par- 
ticipants, for draining the level, the King had 
twelve thouſand acres; of which thoſe in the 
Middle Level lie in Whittleſey, Stanground, 
Foſſit, Yaxley, Sawtrey and Wiſbeach ; fo not 
in the lots: but the condition they were in, 
may be judged by the above demands. 
The Earl of Portland had five thouſand acres, 
of which there were ; 


In Byal Fen, next Manea, 1000 
Manea 700 
Welney 300 
South of Bedford River, next 

Oxwillow Zoad, * 


In Walton, ee Holm, 2000 


1000 


A 4 The 


hes. 
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The Earl of * WP three * 
ſand nine hundred acres in Thoney for one 
lot. 5 | 
The remainder ſeyenty-four thouſand one 
hundred acres were caſt into nineteen lots ; 
to each lot three thouſand nine hundred acres. 
And that every lot might be as equal as poſſi- 
ble to the adventurers, they were thrown into 
three ſorts—beſt, middle, and worſt, 


Beſt ſort 7040 acres, of (Sou. Lev. 5233 
which in the 1 Lev. 1807 


Middle ſort 29161 FR, Sou, Lev. 2 5821 


of which in the (Mid. Lev. 3340 
Sou. Lev. 5918 
Mid, Lev. 31361 


Nor. Lev. 620 


Worſt ſort 37899, of 
which in the 


Each lot had 
Of the beſt ſort 370 acres, and 10 over. 
mid. fort 1534 acres, and 15 over. 


worſt ſort 1998 acres, and 13 over. 


Which ſorts laid thus in the following pariſhes 


in the Middle Level: 


(97 


Ramſey, 


ö 
| 
| 
N 
N 
| 


— — — 
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Beſt fort. Mid. ſort. Worſt ſort. 


Ramſey, a 56 4741 
Donnington, with 1 ek. 
members, | > TIO 
Warbois, | 000 ooo 1868 
Sommerſham, oo 2 081 135 33 
Chatteris, 274 235 3826 
Manea, 000 1000 250 


Well and Welney, 759 000 5119 


This diſtribution is till to be ſeen in the 
Fen Office in the Temple, London, under the 
original hands of the firſt adventurers ; and 
plainly ſhews, that Manea had a large pro- 
portion of the middle ſort (though none of 
the beſt) and but a ſmall one of the worſt, 
in compariſon to the abovenamed pariſhes. 

The Earl of Portland had one thouſand acres 
in Manea and Welney, adjoining to the one 
thouſand acres of the middle ſort in the lots, 
and much of the ſame nature with it; viz. 
of a good and ſtrong ſoil, when kept dry, 
and generally ten or twelve (in ſome I have 
been aſſured fourteen) inches deep to the moor, 
which is more than double to what it is in 
many thouſand acres of the Middle Level: an 


advantage 


5 610 
advantage which every ſkilful fenman cannot 
but be ſenſible of. 

There are in Whittleſey Pariſh lands, which 
have not above four inches ſoil to the moor, 
let to plow for a term of years at ſeven ſhil- 
lings and ſix-pence per acre ; but they are well 
imbanked and milled at the expence of two 
ſhillings per acre per annum to the tenants, as 
J have been credibly informed. 8 

In what condition thoſe lands of Manea 


were, ſome years after che general draining, 
will appear from the following account. 

I have ſeen a rental of fix hundred acres, 
part of the ſaid thouſand (middle ſort in the 
lots) belonging now to Charles Worſley and 
Samuel Terry, Eſquires, of near ſeventy years 


ſtanding, when they let for one hundred twenty 


pounds per annum; as I believe they always 
have done, till within theſe thirty or thirty- 
five Years, 


Next to them are two hyndred acres, part 


of the ſaid thouſand, belonging to the Reve- 
rend Mr. Andrew Mieres ; whoſe uncle, the 
Reverend Mr. Saywell, rector of Bluntiſham, 
purchaſed them for three hundred pounds, and 
let for forty pounds per annum many years; 
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as + be himſelf did afterwards for thirty pounds, 
and the rents well paid. | 
The next two hundred acres, and part of the 
ſaid thouſand, (called Bond's Farm) in my 
memory had a good houſe upon it; and one 
Edward Newborn, as I am. well informed; 
who lived in it, got a thouſand pounds upon 
it, and when he died, above fixty years ago, 
twenty of his milched cows were ſold for one 


hundred pounds. And I was adminiſtrator to 
one John Brown in 1721, who had a long 
leaſe of it at thirty pounds per annum. 


As to the thouſand acres adjoining, ſet out 


for the Earl of Portland (ſeven hundred in 
Manea, and three hundred in Welney, called 


Fifties) I have many living witneſſes to pro- 
duce, who not only remember many crops of 


oats and coleſeed, but good wheat alſo growing 


in them ; beaſt fed with the hay that grew 


upon them ; and ſtore weathers kept upon, and 


bought out of them at eighteen pounds per 


| ſcore, and ewes at fifteen pounds. And a per- 


ſon aſſured me he had rented ſome of thoſe 
lands about twenty-ſeven years ago, at ſeven 
ſhillings per acre, to ſeed and mow, and well 
worth the money. My grandfather purchaſed 

| one 


* 


(12) 


one of the worſt of thoſe Fifties, in 1678, 


for fifty pounds; as one Nicholas Scott did 
two, in 1686, for one hundred thirty pounds. | 


But now ſo miſerably are theſe two thouſand 
acres adventurers lands reduced in value and 
goodneſs, that I have lately heard ſome of the 
moſt ſenſible farmers i in that pariſh and neigh- 
bourhood ſay with aſſeverations, that if they 
might have the whole without price, and only 
be bound to pay the draining tax for twenty- 
one years (ſuppoſing them to be expoſed as 
they now are) they would abſolutely refuſe the 


offer; and I am ſenſible they would act wiſely | 


in fo doing; for I have found by fad experi- 
ence in ſome of thoſe lands, that they would 
certainly be great ſufferers by ſuch a bargain : 
and I am fully perſuaded, that moſt of thoſe 
lands, in the way they are now, muſt in a 


few years | become ſhirehouſe lands, which will 
be a conſiderable loſs to the publick revenue; 


for the tax of the whole is generally one hun- 
dred twenty- five pounds per annum. 
The reſt of the lands in the pariſh are pro- 


portionably | ſunk in value; ſo that the whole 


lordſhip, taken together, is reduced, I believe, 
do one half the rent it was let at thirty-five 
years 


eng en euro 
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years ago; and muſt continually grow worſe, 
unleſs a Remedy be ſpeedily applied, great part 
of it being become wild and waſte, and in as 
bad condition as it was at the general draining ; 
while other parts of the level (much worſe in _—_ 
nature, and well known to be fo till of late 
years) are now in a flouriſhing condition with 
oats, coleſeed, &c. fo that many of the moſt 
ſenſible and beſt managing tenants, having no 
proſpect of getting a ſupport. for their families EO 
at Manea, have, in leſs than twenty years, 
removed out of it into other parts of the fens; 
where they have ſucceeded very well; and 
ſeveral others I find are determined to follow 
their example as ſoon as poflible ; ſo that in 
a few years none will be left in the pariſh, of 
abilities to manage the land, or maintain their 
poor. 1 

The reaſon of this diſtreſs falling upon Ma- 
nea (together with a great part of its neigh- 
bouring pariſhes, Well and Wellney) more than 
upon any other parts of the Middle Level, is, 
becauſe they are become the fink and receptacle 


for the waters of a great part of the level, by the 
following cauſes ; ; 


. 
* 
* 
£ 
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Firſt, 


ME. 2 
« Firſt, The great number of mills erected of 
late years in the Middle Level. The firſt, as 
I have heard, was by Lord Gorges in Pulver 
Fen; the firſt in that part near Manea by 


Mr. Fortrey; the firft in the upper part of the 


Level by Mr. Riſs (with fix fails) at Daintree, 
ſomething above forty years ago. But the 
great advantage mills have been found to be of 
in draining, has greatly increaſed the number 
in thirty years laſt paſt; fo that I believe 
there are now no leſs than two hundred and 
fifty in the Middle Level. 

We have a ſufficient inſtance of this advan- 
tage even in Manea itſelf ; for the two hundred 
and fifty acres, there reckoned the worſt -ſort 
by the adventurers, and is indeed the loweſt 
in the pariſh ; but lying contiguous to a farm in 
Wimblington, and having the fame, both pro- 
prietor and tenant, with that, has been drained 
for ſome years by a mill upon that farm ; and 
is now better land in appearance, and yields 
more profit than a thouſand acres (I had almoſt 
faid fifteen hundred) of that which was by the 
adventurers reckoned the middle ſort of land, 
with that ſet out for the Earl of Portland ad- 
joining to it. 


0 5 In 


ts) 
In Whittleſey Pariſh only, I was told by 
ſome of the principal Inhabitants, there are 
more than fifty mills; there are I believe as 
many in Donnington with its members ; I my- 
ſelf riding very lately from Ramſey to Holm, 
about fix miles croſs the Fens, counted forty | 
| 


2 > - 7 


in my view; there are between Ramſey and 
Old Bedford Bank, and upon the forty feet, 
| ſixteen feet and twenty feet, and to Salter's | | 
Load in Well Pariſh (ſurrounding Manea) fifty- 
ſeven. . | 
A great number of theſe mills throw their wa- 
ter directly upon Manea, and a greater ſtill (whoſe 
waters come down the forty feet, or are thrown | 
into the ſixteen feet) do it incredible damage, | 
by their banks running over, for want of being. | 
properly taken care of. This is the firſt cauſe 
of the ruinous ſtate of Manea. | 
Secondly, The ſecond is a large tunnel, above | 
five feet wide, and more than three deep, | 
laid down in 1712 under the forty feet both | 
bank and drain. The viſible defign of this 
bank was to defend the lower parts of the 
level from the waters of the upper parts ; but 
by this tunnel the waters of a large tract of 
land aboye us (near ten thouſand acres) have | 
been ö 
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1 
been continually poured into the twenty feet, 
the only drain that Manea has to carry off its 
waters, and ſo upon the pariſh at large, con- 
trary to a rule in draining laid down by Sir 
Cornelius Vermuyden, and other great maſters 
of that art, viz, © That in conveying the 
« waters of one level through another, care 
«© muſt be taken that the drains be not ſur- 
«© charged, ſo as to overflow the level, through 
* which ſuch waters are conveyed.” This 
rule, which undoubtedly is founded upon rea- 
ſon and equity, was purſued in this place by 
the firſt adventurers, as is plain from their leaving 
Old Bedford River out of the waſh at Welch's 


Dam, for a drain to the upper part of the 


level, but was deſerted thirty-five years ago by 
laying down this tunnel, to the very great in- 
jury of your lordſhip of Manea, by continually 
pouring water upon it, when it had no outfall to 
run a drop of; by which means the deſign of 
the firſt adventurers, and the benefit of the ge- 
neral draining to this pariſh, for which it gave 
a third foot, is in a great meaſure defeated. - 
Of this tunnel, I have heard an honeſt and 
ſenſible man expreſs himſelf thus: That the 
2 * has ſuffered more by it, than it would 
1 * have 
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& have done, by being reduced three times 
« over to aſhes:” and I am” uncertain whether 

he exaggerated the miſchief of it, or not. 
Thirdly, A third cauſe is the decay of the 
general 'outfall of the Ouſe ſince Denver ſluice 
fell. Of this I have many witneſſes to produce, 
as well as my own experience. I have heard 
ancient people ſay, that if Manea heretofore 
were drowned two feet deep in February by a 
breach of banks, for it never was drowned . 
otherwiſe, they could plow and ſow thoſe lands 
with oats that ſame year; but now it is too 
well known, if it be drowned but one foot deep 
at that time, it can ſcarce get dry all that ſum- 
mer, There 1s a perſon now living in Manea, 
who remembers Old Bedford Bank breaking op- 
poſite to that pariſh about forty-five years ago, 
but a fortnight before Lady-day, and laying 
the fen lands of it a conſiderable depth under 
water, and yet he aſſiſted in plowing and ſow- 
ing oats in the lower parts of it that ſame year : 
this could be owing to nothing but the goodneſs 
of the outfall at that time. The decay of it 
fince is occaſioned partly by the filling up of 
the Ouſe (about fix feet, as now appears ſince 
the luice fell) and partly by the vaſt body of 
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water in every great flood in the waſh, going 
through the ruins of Denver Sluice up towards 
Ely, &c. and drowning fixty or eighty thouſand 
acres ſometimes four or five feet deep, all which 
(except what is exhaled by the ſun and winds) 
muſt come back again through the Ouſe ; which, 
together with the tides ſo fill that river, that it 
over-rides Bedford and Well Creek Sluices (our 
only runs worth naming) fo late in the year as 
June, or July, as I myſelf, and many others, 
have experienced. | 
Theſe are the evident and effectual cauſes, 
which by degrees have reduced the lands, and 
in conſequence of that, the inhabitants of Ma- 
nea to a low eſtate indeed ! from keeping, as 
I have known them, between two and three 
thouſand ſheep, to not being able to winter 
three hundred without much trouble and diffi- 
culty : from ſome of the worſt lands in the 
pariſh producing, without much hazard, fifteen 
or ſixteen comb (and I have been aſſured ſome- 


_ times a laſt) of oats on an acre, to not being 


capable of being plowed at all; or when plowed, 
of yielding, through their wetneſs, ſcarce enough 
to defray the expences of the crop, of which 
too after plowing and burning they have been 

= frequently 
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frequently diſappointed: from the cow-common, 


(where beaſts have heretofore been fed) letting 


at ſix or ſeven ſhillings apiece, to making no 
more than two or three, of which there are 
four hundred and ſeventeen, beſides two hun- 
dred and forty-eight for young beaſts, and 


horſes, which are proportionably reduced: from 


every acre of the pariſh being occupied, to hav- 
ing a third part unlet: from being the beſt 


place except one (Thorney) that Mr. Fortrey 
knew of in the fens, for a farmer to thrive in, 


(as he told me above thirty years ago) to the 
greateſt part of the tenants being reduced almoſt 
to beggary: from being called rich Manea, as I 


have heard ancient tradeſmen of Ely ſay (when 


I firſt went to that ſchool in 1708) to being 


reckoned the pooreſt in the level: from the 
tythes amounting to an hundred pounds per an- 
num {excluſive of Covency) as my predeceſſor 
Mr. Auſtin informed me, to their being worth, 
(when the curate, taxes, and repairs are paid) 
ſcarce the trouble of collecting: from my pa. 
ternal eſtate, which I am ſtill poſſeſſed of, be- 
ing worth about an hundred and thirty pounds 
per annum (not eſtimating a corn mill and the 
beſt commonable houſe in the pariſh lately 
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burnt) to its letting this preſent year under fifty 
pound, and likely to fall, I know not what 
the enſuing : From but enough has been 
| faid to ſhew the miſerable ſtate this pariſh 1s 
reduced to, and the neceſſity there is for all 
| people concerned in it, to unite heartily i in any 
juſt and reaſonable method to redreſs it. 

I know there are ſome (not conſidering, or 
perhaps not knowing the cauſes aforeſaid) who 
aſcribe the decay of theſe lands to their being 
plowed: but this is a miſtake owing to their 
not attending to the ſtate of the pariſh, and to 
the powers of nature; for it is matter of fact, 

that there is but little difference between many 

hundred acres that never have been plowed, and 
thoſe that have; nay ſome that have been often 

plowed are better than others that never have 
been ſo. 
But this I believe will be Gn true by ex- 
perience, that lands which are plowed, by lay- 
ing generally wet, will s00Nzx. be brought to 
coarſeneſs and poverty than others: as on the 
other hand, lands that are run coarſe and poor, 
ſuppoſing them kept dry, will s0onesT be 
recovered, and made fine, by being plowed, 
and laid down in a proper and huſbandly man- 
ner: 


— — — — 
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ner: as it is a ſhorter operation in nature to 
produce ONLY, than it is firſt to deſtroy; and 
then produce, We ſee how ſoon lands are 


ſwarded over that have been plowed, though. 


the graſs roots have been burnt; and that if 
ſach land lies wet, it will preſently be covered 
with ſuch kind of plants, ruſhes, &c. which 
water. naturally produces ; but if it be kept, 
dry, will as ſoon be cloathed with ſuch graſs, as 
is natural to dry lands of that kind, The lands 
of Manea lying for many years almoſt con- 
tinually wet in the ſpring of the year to mid- 
ſummer, and ſometimes much longer (and not 
their being plowed) has plainly been the cauſe 
of their growing coarſe ; and their being kept 


dry inthe BESA ſeaſon for meliorating the face . 


of the ground, will as certainly bring them to 
their ancient goodneſs : for good fen lands they 
are in NATURE, and better, I do inſiſt upon 
it, than many thouſand acres of, Minn 
LevEL, though now they appear, for the 
cauſes aforeſaid, the worſt of all. 

To remedy this great evil, and to five Fi 
pariſh from deſtruction, I know no other way, 
but by imbanking the lordſhip, and getting mills 
upon it like the reſt of the level; which I have 

no 
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no doubt will do it effectually, and in a few 
years bring it to as flouriſhing a ſtate as ever it 
has been in, and beyond it: but I have found 
after long experience, and much labour, that 
there is no way of doing that (ſo many, and 
ſo divided are the proprietors, beſides thoſe in 
minority) without the aid of parliament; and 
eſpecially, as I am unhappy in finding many of 
my. countrymen have not yet ſo altered' their 

conduct, as to wipe off that reproach, which 
Sir Clement Edmonds, in his report to the 
Privy. Council in 16 19, has left upon record, as 
a maxim among themſelves, viz. TAT uE 
THAT WoL p DO GOOD IN DRAINING, MUST 
D IT AGAINST THE WILL OF such AS 
HAVE PRO IT BY IT. 8 | 1 
But ſince this ſcheme of applying to parlia- 
ment has been ſo fortunate as to have your ap- 
probation, and you are ſo good as zealouſly to 
patronize it, I have great hopes of its ſucceſs. 
And why ſhould I not? When we have three 
preſidents of it in the fens, Haddenham, Stret- 
hain, and Ely acts: when we ſhall hereby 
faye a great number from ruin without injuring 
any one: When we ſhall contribute to the pub- 
lick good by helping the common outfall ; . 
on we 


—— 
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we ſhall in one inſtance promote that ſcheme, 
which I think muſt be purſued throughout 
the whole Bedford Level, before it can be 

4 hypught to the perfection it is capable of, for 
the general good of the community, 


Iam, SIR, 
A 


your moſt obliged, 


* 4 : 
* i -—»x0 2 » | ſt . 
| ou” — 4 and moſt obedient 
F 
8 


% 


humble ſervant, 


Great Gedding, Nov. 
28, 1747. 


Tho. Neale. 


